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AU T H O R  I N F O R M AT I O N
Patrick Grattan MBE comes from Kent. He had 
a long career as a diplomat in Stockholm, Paris, 
Brussels and London, worked in the oil industry, 
and also ran charities related to employment 
and equal opportunities. Oasts and hop kilns is 
a subject he first studied in the 1960s. He has 
written much, but this is his first book.
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This book is the first comprehensive account of the 400-year history of hop drying buildings, oasts 
and hop kilns, found in three regions of England. Pieced together from multiple sources, and richly 
illustrated, the charm of oasts and hop kilns on the countryside is captured in sketches, diagrams and 
photos.
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The story of oasts and hop kilns, unique and 
iconic English farm buildings and homes.

TA B L E  O F  C O N T E N TS
Acknowledgements 				  
Preface 					  
1 Introduction 						    
2 Growing and picking 					   
3 Drying: heat and draught 			 
4 Cooling, pressing and bagging 			
5 ‘Types’ of oasts and hop kilns			 
6 The first oasts and hop kilns in England 	
7 Inset kilns and oasts 				  
8 Inset oasts/kilns with conical roofs and chimneys 
9 Tall square pyramidal kilns with cowls 		
10 The roundel, Kent and Sussex 		
11 Farnham and Hampshire 			 
12 Herefordshire and Worcestershire 			 
13 The later 19th century: the high point for English 
hops and oasts 					   
14 Markets, politics and profits 				  
15 Hop drying in Continental Europe 		
16 Hop houses in the USA 			 
17 Modern times 				  
Glossary 					   
Appendix 1: Hop picking 			 
Appendix 2: Hops and brewing 			 
Bibliography and internet sources 			 
Index

H E R I TA G E  A N D  L A N D S C A P E


